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 CYBER CRUISING

Old-school Insanity 
It’s gassers galore at this grassroots nostalgia drag racing site

Quick Facts
URL: www.GasserMadness.com

Type:  Online gathering place for vin-

tage gas-class drag racing en-

thusiasts

Focus:  Gassers

Registration: Not required

Family Rating: G

Hemmings Rating: ★★★

BY MIKE MCNESSOR

the famous ones that come to mind, like 
the supercharged Willys coupes of  “Ohio 
George” Montgomery, Big John Mazma-
nian or Stone, Woods and Cook.

But those standouts don’t represent the 
original spirit of  the gas classes, which 
were established to accommodate every 
weekend warrior with a hot-rodded, usu-
ally street-driven coupe, sedan or even 
convertible.

In fact, this is something you can read 
more about on GasserMadness.com, in an 
article titled, “It’s a Matter of  Class” that 
the site’s founder, Byron Stack, wrote for 
Gasser Wars magazine. (It’s accessible 
from the navigation menu via the link: 
“A Brief  History of  the Gasser Classes.”)

Stack, a 59-year-old ex-crew member for 
a pair of  gasser-age race teams, started 
his site in 1997, as a way to share and dis-
play some vintage drag racing pictures 
he’d accumulated over the years.

“I’ve got all of  these old pictures, why 
don’t I put up a freebie site on Geocities?” 
Stack recalled of  his site’s conception. 

“Soon, Bill Pratt, who runs a Web site 
called the dragracinglist.com, 

put a link to my site called, 
gassermadness. Well, the 
site did have a preponder-
ance of  gassers on there 
and I liked the name….”

As traffi c increased, 
Stack added pages by cre-

ating new free sites and 
linking them together in 

hodge-podge fashion. Eventually, 
he purchased space on a commercial 

Is there anything cooler than a pre-war 
coupe, Anglia, Henry J or ’55 Chevy 
perched high atop leaf  springs and a 

straight front axle with a pair of  slicks 
poking out of  radiused rear fenders?

Nope. At least, not in the collective 
opinion of  the several thousand visitors 
who frequent the virtual, retro-drag rac-
ing world at GasserMadness.com. 

Leave your show-car pretensions be-
hind, this is a place where form follows 
1,320 feet behind function: Stock front 
ends are discarded, sheetmetal is unapol-
ogetically cut and antiquated drivetrains 
are sold off  with little or no concern 
about whether their numbers matched 
or not.

O.K., so maybe that’s a little bit of  an 
exaggeration these days, when gassers 
are built for nostalgia’s sake and many 
on a budget that no working-class drag 
racer in the ’60s could have dreamed of. 
But it aptly describes the way gassers 
were built during drag racing’s salad 
days, which is celebrated by GasserMad-
ness.com.

When most people think of  gassers, it’s 

server, creating the current site.
Stack is fairly sure that he isn’t going 

to get rich from the proceeds of  his In-
ternet venture, which now includes an 
e-mail group as well. However, he’s con-
tent knowing he’s helping to keep an im-
portant era in drag racing history alive.

“I just want to promote nostalgia gas-
sers. It’s a type of  car I always enjoyed 
and I’m shocked to fi nd how many other 
people do, too. I know of  at least fi ve cars 
that were built because of  the Web site, 
and I know it has infl uenced a lot of  
young guys to get in it, which I think is 
cool.”

In addition to the historical photos and 
gas-class recollections, GasserMadness.
com features cars and parts for sale; hom-
ages to racers and cars that have made 
their last trips down the return road; the 
obligatory readers’ rides; and even pho-
tos of  a gasser project in progress.

What GasserMadness.com lacks in de-
sign slickness, it more than makes up for 
by fi lling a niche that isn’t fi lled as well 
anywhere else on the Web. Its primary 
value is as a bulletin board for photos 
new and old; events listings and links 
to other places on the Internet where 
gassers past and present are welcome. 
There’s also some event coverage mixed 
in for good measure.

If  the sight of  high-riding racers from 
drag racing’s grassroots beginnings 
excites you, check out GasserMadness.
com—it might just lead to the start of  
your own back-to-basics quarter-mile 
project car. 

099_HMN107_cyber.indd   99099_HMN107_cyber.indd   99 11/9/06   1:36:08 PM11/9/06   1:36:08 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (G220fb Whatever2!)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.10000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.10000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (Custom)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines true
        /ConvertTextToOutlines true
        /GradientResolution 600
        /LineArtTextResolution 1600
        /PresetName (Quebecor Flattener Style)
        /PresetSelector /UseName
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 18
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /WorkingCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


